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DU teachers write to V-C for ‘best legal
representation’ in CoA affiliation case

AGE CORRESPONDENT -
NEW DELHI, MAY 25

Contending. . that
Ambedkar University (AU)
is “stealthily _snatching”
College of Art (CoA) from
Delhi University, 11 mem-
bers of DU Academics for
Action and Development
have urged Vice-
Chancellor Yogesh Singh
to secure the “best legal
representation” for the
varsity in the matter. ‘Tn a
letter to Singh, they said
the CoA is facing a “harsh

situation of losing its iden-

tity and existence”.

“In the last hearing in
Delhi High Court on May
17, due to poor representa-
tion on behalf of the DU,
the order went in favour of
AU. The university has

“been asked to conduct

admission to CoA as part

of AUD. We have asked the
vice-chancellor for proper
‘representation,” ‘ said

Seema Das, a member of
the DU’s Executive Council
and one of the authors of
the letter.

In the letter to the VC,
the teachers noted that the
interim order “went in
favour of AUD"” as far as
the admission for the cur-
rent session is concerned.

“The same order has
given two weeks to DU for
filing an appeal and
nowhere does it endorse
the merger of CoA with Dr
B R Ambedkar University,”
the letter pointed out.

The letter comes a day
after Ambedkar
University, which is fund-
ed by the Delhi govern-
ment, announced that a
committee has been consti-
tuted to ensure a “smooth”
process for admission in
various courses of College
of Art for the academic

year 2022-23.
The teachers '~ have

requested VC to secure the

best legal representation
for Delhi - University
through top lawyers and

seek a stay of the order.

directing the admission
process under AUD as well
as for the appointment of
the dean by filing the
appropriate appeal against
such order in the campe-
tent court.

.“Get an order of the

competent court that in
the pendency, of the mat-
ter before the Delhi High
Court and a judicial order
on merits, the admission
process for the coming
year (s) in College of Art

‘to be carried out under

the aegis of ° the
University of Delhi,” the
letter read.

In April, the DU had
asked the College of Art to
start its admission process
and had informed the insti-
tute that it would not be de-
affiliated from the univer-
sity.

DSEV i achi 6
NeW CaMmpUses

New Delhi, May 25: Delhi
Skill and
Entrepreneurship
University will add six
new campuses this aca-
demic *year that will
increase the seat strength
by 800 across courses, its
vice-chancellor Neharika
Vohra said on Wednesday.

Vohra-said the universi-
ty is also launching sever-
al new undergraduates
and postgraduate courses
213 the academic year 2022-

“In the first batch start:
ed last year, 6,000 stu-
dents, including those in
diploma  programmes,
Wwere admitted. We have 35
different programmes in
total,” Vohra said.
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AUD sets up committee
to fast-track admissions in
College of Art amid row

shinjini.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Ambedkar University Delhi
(AUD) has constituted a committee to fast-
track the admission process at the College
of Art (CoA). The registration process is
expected to begin soon for aspirants.
However,aday after the panel was for-
med on Tuesday, a group of DU teachers,
arguing that CoA has not yet been de-affi-
liated from their university, wroteto vice-
chancellor Yogesh Singh seeking a stay
on the order directing admis-
sionsunder AUD. [
Senior AUD officials told
TOI: “A meeting was held on
Wednesday with CoA officials |
and the forms will be made av-
ailablesoon. Forthe timebeing,
a scroll will also be added to
AUD's website which will ulti-
mately lead candidates to the
CoA websitesothat the registra-
tion process can begin, "
Officials added that there will be no
change in the fee structure and
admissions will be conducted by the CoA
as per past practice,
fo Approximately 400 seats are beingof-
ered for varigyg undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes. Delibera-
tons and meetingg were also held
accordingly and the aamission brochure
Will be released oo, Rfforts are being
made 'fnr ‘minm;m: online admission
Asearly as possible, before the end

SEATS ON

forms

OFFER

FOR VARIOUS
UNDERGRADUATE;
POSTGRADUATE
PROGRAMMES

of May. Suitable time will be given to can-
didates applying for various program-
mes,” the official said.

For the 2021-22 academic session, no
admissions had taken place at CoA dueto
a tussle between Delhi government and
DU over the affiliation of the college. Ho-
wever, while DU has not yet given its nod
for the de-affiliation, the admission pro-
cessissettobegin under AUD.

Meanwhile, in their lettertothe DU VC,
executive council member Seema Das and

other teachers said, “College of
Art is still an affiliated college
of DUand any attempt tosnatch
it stealthily' by AUD is tantamo-
unt to the violation of (relevant
university) acts and statutes as
wellasthedecision of theexecu-
tive council.”
Referring to matters pen-
ding before Delhi high court,
the letter further urged the VC
to “immediately take action and get
an order of the competent court that in
the pendency of the matter before Delhi.
HC and a judicial order on merits, the
admission process for the coming
year(s) in CoA should be carried out un-
dertheaegisof DU.”

The professors, including executive co-
uncil member Rajpal Singh Pawar, said,
“rhe DU administration seems to be in
slumberland. This flagship institute of fine
arts in Indinisfacinga harsh situation whe-
re it could lose its identity and existence, "




