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Centre for Psychotherapy & Clinical Research   

invites you to  

Lecture by Prof. Sudhir Kakar 

on 

“Leaders & Leadership: Lessons from Gandhi” 

Date: 29th August 2019  

Time: 2:15 p.m. onwards  

Venue: IGIT auditorium, AUD KG 

Presided over by Prof. Anu Singh Lather, Vice Chancellor, AUD

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 

Dr. Sudhir Kakar is an eminent psychoanalyst and a leading figure in 
the fields of cultural psychology and the psychology of religion. He 
has authored twenty books of non-fiction and six of fiction, of which 
the most recent are the novel The Kipling File (Penguin, 2018) and, as 
co-editor, Imaginations of Death and Afterlife in India and Europe 
(Springer, 2018). In press are: Brotherhood is Now a Distant 
Aspiration, Essays on Gandhi and four volumes of Sudhir Kakar's 
collected essays to be published by Oxford University Press. Dr Kakar 
has received various awards and  honors for his contributions some of 
the few being the “Order of Merit” of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, in 2012, and the Merck-Tagore award for his contribution to 
intercultural exchange between India and Germany in 2016. 
His upcoming work, Brotherhood is now a Distant Aspiration, has 
much significance for the current socio-political situation as his title 
arises from Gandhi’s words “Brotherhood is just now a distant 
aspiration. To me it is a test of true spirituality. All our prayers, and 
observances are empty nothings so long as we do not feel a live 
kinship with all life.” Taking from Gandhi, Dr Kakar says, “Indian is 
that society's, and mankind's, interest is best promoted by increasing 
the sum of human affections. All our poetry, philosophy….politics 
serve to widen the range of kinship….our supply of human affection” 



NOTE ON THE LECTURE  

Today, when all over the world, the most important quality people 

pine for in their leaders—whether in politics or business or any 

other human activity, is integrity or authenticity, we can fruitfully 
turn to Gandhi in the 150th year of his birth anniversary, as to what 

he can teach us about authentic leadership. 

Prof. Sudhir Kakar

NOTE ON THE DISCUSSANT  

Professor Ashok Nagpal has been a Professor of Psychology at 

the School of Human Studies, Ambedkar University Delhi. He 
was the Founder Dean of the School of Human Studies, AUD. 

Prior to this he was the Director, Centre of Psychoanalytical 

Studies, University of Delhi. He has always had passionate 
involvement in creating a niche for Psychoanalytic thought, 

practice and education in the Indian context. Recently he had 

retired from AUD and now he is focusing on his clinical work and 
writings.


