
Today is the 129th birth anniversary of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. On this auspicious 

occasion, let us collectively convey our gratitude to one of the founding fathers of our 

great nation. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, a great luminary has given us a remarkable 

document called “The Indian constitution”, imbued with the concern for the welfare 

of all its citizens with special provisions for the  underprivileged and oppressed masses.  

The multifold challenges human civilization is facing today with regards to Covid-19 

pandemic, is unparalleled and unprecedented. What can we as a nation learn from 

Baba Saheb’s philosophy, teachings and writings in these troubled times? Dr. 

Ambedkar struggled to motivate and unite people of India collectively, solely for the 

common cause of the country’s welfare. He 

strived for complete eradication of the 

menace of inequality and untouchability. We should stand together in these difficult times, care for 

our brethren with love and compassion and selflessly extend guidance, help and support for the 

underprivileged in our community.

Dr. Ambedkar said, “What is the proof to judge that the flame of freedom is not extinguished in 

the mind of a person? To whom we can say that his mind is free. I call him free who with his 

‘conscience awake’ realizes his rights, responsibilities and duties. He who is not a slave of 

circumstances and is always ready and striving to change in his flavor, I call him free”. We as a 

society may notice lack of discipline and social conscience amongst our citizens. This teaching of 

Baba Saheb must encourage us to become agents of social change. Therefore, I appeal to the young generation to engage in cultivating a 

sense of social conscience and be more disciplined and rule abiding in this lockdown period.  We are the largest Democracy of the world 

but we need to understand that “democracy is not merely a form of Government. It is primarily a mode of associated living, of conjoint 

communicated experience. It is essentially an attitude of respect and reverence towards fellowman”.

The environmental forces may appear to be supreme, insurmountable, and invincible today, but in these times we need to reflect on Baba 

Saheb’s saying that, “…the theory of Buckle states that the history is created by Geography and Physics, and that of Marx, which says that 

it is the result of economic forces, both speak the half truth. They do not give any place to man”. But Dr. Ambedkar asserts that, “man is 

a factor in the making of history and that environmental forces alone are not the makers of history”. This time shall also pass away. This 

difficult time will also change the world order and redefine the societies, nations, economies, markets and politics and will provide 

different type of opportunities for human civilizations.

Dr. Ambedkar observed that, “sincerity and intellect, the combination of which are necessary to make a man great, but these 

qualifications are not alone sufficient. A man possessed of these two qualities must be motivated by the dynamics of a social purpose and 

must act as a scavenger of society”. 

We as a nation must utilize this time to upscale our skill sets and enhance our understanding of “difficult subjects”. Let’s help each other 

with enhanced communication, a lot of compassion and understanding. I see a very bright future for India with its active participation in 

defining the new world order.  India shall be the player and not the spectator in this changing and transforming times. We must prepare 

ourselves for this change.

I wish all the Indians a bright future and salute Baba Saheb for his contribution to this great nation. 
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